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General:

• Crop 2016 is performing good in all our malting's – and despite higher protein
levels in Scandinavia – malt extract results are on high levels.

• Trading activities and also Brewers needs for new coverage seem to be on low
level.

• Our expectation is that there is still a decent volume of malting barley in farmers
hands in Scandinavia – so good supply for the rest of crop 2016 season is
secured.

• It is a long time ago we had so nearly constant malting barley prices for such a
long period

• Some winterkill is reported from areas after the very low temperatures we had in
some regions in the beginning of this year.

• To early still - but soon will news about drilling start and progress influence the
market.
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Sweden

Weather:

• Winter has been very mild in south – with nearly no snow –
but no low temperatures either.

• Mid Sweden got a more normal winter – but snow cover is
not very thick there either.

Crops:

• Farmers are planning for next year. While ordering the seed
they normally also sell some part (10-30%) of their coming
crop. Swedish board of Agriculture presented their forecast
for winter plantings crop 2017:

• Acreage of winter wheat once again huge, forecasted to
410 000 hectare, 9% more than last year.

• Acreage of winter rapeseed 105 000 hectare, the highest
level ever. Some of the fields in the east part not in very
good shape since drilling took place in dry soil and dry
conditions after sowing also where dry.

• Rye, which is a small crop in Sweden, gaining some
acreage after very small acreage crop 2016.

• Small crops like triticale and winter barley remain at about
unchanged level compared to last year.

Malting Barley Crop 2017:

• We expect a small decrease in the acreage of spring wheat,

mainly due to the huge acreage of winter wheat.

• Huge acreage of winter wheat is also limiting the potential
for spring barley. Spring barley is competitive amongst the
spring crops so probably taking some acreage from the
other spring grains but the total acreage of spring crops
smaller than last year. In total, we expect 2-3% smaller
acreage of spring barley 2017 than crop 2016.
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Denmark

Barley quality crop 2016:

• As reported quality variation of Danish malting barley this year
is much larger than normally seen and depends on weather,
area, soil, seeding time and treatment.

• As of mid January 2017 overall protein level in delivered barley
lots to Viking Malt Denmark is 11,4% and deliveries above
12,0% are not welcome! Germination Energy in delivered
barley lots are constantly high and average level is acceptable
at 97,7%.

• As part of our standard sampling plan Viking Malt A/S has
thoroughly analyzed the quality of the barley from new Danish
crop 2016 and special analysis for mycotoxins, heavy metals
and pesticide residues are all as expected satisfactory.

• At Viking Malt A/S no gushing has been found in the malt from
Danish malting barley crop 2016.

• See table below.

Crop 2016 - Barley variety Charles Quench Odyssey Irina Planet Propino Propino S Crossway Organic All

No 12 8 5 4 2 2 1 1 3 38

Germination - % 24h 40,8 58,8 38,5 70,7 47,0 61,0 65 43 41,0 48,4

- 48h 95,5 96,4 94,0 95,3 92,5 95,5 96 97 96,7 95,5

- 72h 97,6 97,4 95,7 96,7 98,5 97,0 98 98 97,0 97,3

- 96h 97,9 97,8 96,3 97,3 98,5 97,0 98 99 97,3 97,6

- 120h 97,9 97,8 97,0 97,3 98,5 97,0 99 99 97,3 97,7

Water sens. (%) 62 61 54 47 44 27 60 46 46 54

Moisture (%) 14,3 13,4 13,7 13,8 13,5 13,5 13,2 13,1 13,7 13,8

Protein (% dm) 11,6 11,7 10,9 11,8 11,2 12,1 11,4 11,3 10,1 11,4

Starch (% dm) 62,0 61,9 63,1 61,7 62,4 61,6 62,1 62,7 63,3 62,2

Screening I >2.8 mm 90,6 84,0 82,5 85,6 88,3 88,8 90,3 82,1 79,5 86,6

- II (2.8 - 2.5 mm) 5,7 10,4 11,5 9,4 7,8 5,9 7,3 12,4 12,4 8,5

- III (2.5-2.2 mm) 1,8 2,9 3,2 2,7 2,2 2,0 1,4 2,6 3,8 2,4

- IV (< 2.2 mm) 2,0 2,6 3,2 2,3 1,8 3,4 1,0 2,9 4,2 2,5

ß-glucan (% dm) 3,8 3,2 3,5 3,8 3,4 3,2 3,5

Fusarium red kA% 31 16 18 20 34 14 9 51 24



Expectations for crop 2017:

The Danish winter 2016-2017 has so far been mild and with
average level of precipitation. As all malting barley in Denmark
is grown as spring barley we are still later to see the spilt
between grown varieties for the coming season.

Expectations for growing area for spring barley for the coming
crop 2017 is at 540.000 ha slightly down compared to last year
but still at same average level as the last couple of years.
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Weather:

• Winter has been mild despite of a short cold period with -25
degrees also in southern part of Finland in the beginning of
January.

• We had a lot of snow quite early in November but almost all
melted away and at the moment snow coverage is thin.

• In general, sowing time in Finland starts in the end of April so
long way to go still. The days already getting longer though.

Condition of crops:

• Winter crop area is increasing slightly due to the good
conditions at seeding time but still representing only minor
part of total grain production.

• Too early to say about the winter crop condition but normally
not affecting too much on barley seeding areas.

Crop 2016:

• Crop 2016 is working good at the malt house.
• Quality is good and no problems with dormancy this year.

Malting barley crop 2017:

• First estimates of the growing areas of different crops based
on the farmer survey are published in the beginning of March.

• Good premiums against feed barley and milling wheat during
2016 but on the other hand disappointments in yields, lack of
new approved varieties and overall low grain prices may
affect to the growing area of malting barley in both ways.

• At the moment, estimate is stable production of barley in
Finland for 2017.

FINLAND



Weather

• In January, finally the winter took over and frost and snow covered
the fields.

• Snow cover in Western Lithuania is thicker than in the Eastern and
Central part of the country and the air temperature at night dropped
to minus 25 -27 degrees Celsius.

• Now temperatures got more warmer again, 0 to +3 degrees
Celsius in day time and the snow has almost melted. Forecast not
showing big temperature drop in near future.

Crops

• If the winter crops survived the winter, we will find first in
springtime.

• The crops were covered with a sufficient layer of snow during big
cold in January therefore probable winter crops will avoid winterkill
if temperatures will stay gentle.

Malting barley

• The good news for farmers is that the Minister of Agriculture on 1st
December 2016 approved support for agricultural land and other
areas and livestock applications.

• From 2016 to 2020 years there will be direct support payments for
in 2017 declared, certified seed sown crop areas. This should
further motivate farmers to use certified seeds.

Winter cereals - preliminary area of crop 2017 compared with
crop 2016

Malting barley varieties:

• Propino is taking biggest market share in Lithuania (45% of area).

• Planet and Irina we expect will grow fast in near future as it is in

the other European countries.

LITHUANIA

2016
Harvest

[ha]

2017
Estimate

[ha]

2017 compared
with 2016

Total Winter crops 866 838 97%

Winter cereals 744 694 93%

Winter Wheat 621 586 94%

Winter Triticale 86 73 85%

Winter Rye 32 28 88%

Winter Barley 5 7 140%

Winter Rapeseed 122 144 118%



POLAND

Weather:

• Beginning of January brought us wave of very low
temperatures. The temperature at the ground, depending on
the region, ranged from -15 0C in the S-W of Poland to -28 0C
in the N-E. Small snow cover appeared only in the central
region of the country.

• The second half of January brought us slight warmer weather,
Poland fell under the influence of warm air from the eastern
part of Europe. Thus, there will be twenty-four-hour frost, but
not as strong as the last one, and snowfalls from 10 to 20 cm
depending on the region. During the day - a little less than – 5
0C degrees, and in the mornings and during nights below -10
0C. The coldest will be in the East and the warmest in the
West of the country.

Condition of crops:

• Lack of a sufficiently large snow cover in regions at
temperatures as low as -27 0C and strong winds creates a
major threat to crops of winter barley exposing it to freezing,
especially where plants have not developed an adequate root
system.

• Winter barley will be safe at temperature down to -200 C with
minimal snow cover of 10 cm of snow. However it should be
noted, that serious consequences may also happens with
lighter, but long-term frosts (even about-10 0C), especially if
accompanied by cold winds.

• Preliminary estimate of the health state of winter crops can
only take place in the spring



Character

The harsh winter, short growing
season, and the unremitting

sunlight of the summer make
northern barley and malt truly

distinctive.

A beer has to have character, and
so does the malt.
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