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General:

• Malting barley harvest in Scandinavia 
and Baltics is now very much finished. 
– some remaining crop on fields in 
Mid- Sweden. 

• Work to sort out the quality of the 
harvest and looking for the right 
qualities is still ongoing in many 
countries.

• With the large premium of malting 
barley over feed the supply side is 
doing all attempts to get as much as 
possible of the crop as malting barley.

• There are more countries this year 
with negative supply and demand 
than last year and export possibilities 
out of France are heavily reduced –
demand for good malting barley will 
remain all season.

• Quality of harvested malting barley 
good in Sweden Denmark and Finland  
- with some more problems with 
downgraded volumes to feed in 
Lithuania and parts of Poland.

• Variation on region, soil and farm 
level higher than a normal year – this 
is showing both on yield and protein 
level results

• Good weather now at the end of 
August and beginning of September is 
also giving ideal possibilities to drill 
winter crops – this has a negative 
influence on available area for Spring 
crops next year.



Malting barley prices Basis FOB Swedish /Danish Port Oct 14/15/16/17/18
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Sweden
Weather:

• After colder August with showers ever second day –
situation have turned now again to warm and dry After-
Summer weather.

Crops:

• Harvest is nearly finished in all Sweden – left about 15% of 
the malting barley around Lake of Mälaren.

• Yields are very variable – lower than average in the South 
normal and even better in Mid Sweden.

• Ideal weather condition now ton drill winter crops – so this 
has a  negative influence on possible spring crop area crop 
2017.

Malting barley:

• From the problematic view we had on fields weeks  before 
harvest with different generations in the fields the real 
quality outcome is very satisfying.  -

• Only parameter which is problematic is protein content –
where in some regions a larger percentage is downgraded 
to feed.

• For the HDP varieties Makof /Catriona/Brioni this has been 
an excellent year – very good enzyme potential expected 
from the high protein levels

Region Variety

Moisture

(ex Field) 

[%]

Protein 

[%]

(>2,5 mm 

[%])

Germination

Capacity [%]

South

Propino 16,8 11,8 95 97

Irina 16,9 11,4 94 97

Quench 17,3 11,9 93 98

Catriona 16,3 13,1 87 97

West
Propino 15,5 10,2 95 97

Irina 16,1 10,5 92 96

East

Propino 14,1 11,1 95 97

Irina 14,1 11,1 94 97

Makof / Catriona 17,2 11,9 89 97

Around

Lake of

Mälaren

Propino 17,9 10,6 95 97

Makof /Catriona 18,0 12,3 88 97

Harvest results from different regions in Sweden:



Denmark

Growing season and weather:

Harvest in Denmark is now completed. Harvest of spring 
barley was mainly done 5th–31st August during unsteady but 
still fairly dry conditions. 

The negative effect on yield and protein level of the too dry 
and warm weather mid May to mid June is now to be 
evaluated.  

Area and yield:

Spring barley area for crop 2016 (597.000 ha) increased with 
16% compared to crop 2015. 

Almost no winter malting barley is grown in Denmark and 
depending on quality and demand exportable spring malting 
barley surplus is expected in the range of 1 million MT. 

Overall spring barley yield for Denmark is 5,1 MT/ha which is 
down 7% compared to 5 years average. Especially yields are 
low in Lolland/Falster/Moen with a yield index of only 85% 
compared to average. 

Quality:

Quality variation of malting barley is much larger than normally 
seen and depends on area, soil, seeding time and treatment.

Overall protein level is reported to be 10,6% and screening 
above 2,5 mm at average 93%. Moisture level is of minor 
importance since sufficient drying facilities/capacity is 
available.

Barley samples received and analyzed by Viking Malt A/S 
generally looks sound and healthy: Only few black/red kernels 
are seen and overall grain appearance is good. Fraction of 
broken kernels seems to be low this year. – See quality data 
from the laboratory at Viking Malt A/S in the table below. 



Finland
Weather

• The effective temperature sum remained above the 
long-term average till end of the growing season and 
crops started to mature app. 1 week ahead of the 
average.   

• For the start of the harvest season, continuous and 
locally very heavy rains came to the whole country and 
daily rainfalls continued untill start of September. 

• In most places August rainfall was 1,5 times of the 
average, in Eastbothnia area even 2,5 times of the 
average. 

• Weather has stayed warm despite of rains but for 
September finally more sunny and dry but also colder 
weather has been forecasted.   

Crops 

• Barley harvest started in the first weeks of August slowly 
in the middle of the rain showers.  

• In the beginning of September main crop of the malting 
barley has been harvested.  

• Outlook of the grain crop –yield and quality has 
deteriorated with the rains during the harvest time.  

• Harvest moisture has been high and may cause a risk 
for low germination.

• Sowings of winter crops are estimated to decrease 

because of the extended harvest season and wet fields. 

Malting barley:

• First pre-samples arrived in the beginning of August and 
over 250 pre-samples has been analyzed which should 
give a good view of the situation. 

• Quality seems good but with variation. 

• Protein average of brewing varieties 10,5 %, HDP 
varieties 12,2 %. Good germination, average of the all 
samples 95,9 %, no sign of pre-germinated grains. 
Screenings > 2,5 mm of brewing varieties 88 %, HDP 86 
%, so kernel size is somewhat smaller than last year. 

• No high risk of Fusarium or red kernels detected. 

Malting barley varieties:

• Growing area of malting barley varieties was decreased 
with 9 % and hectare yields are decreasing after the 
record levels of last year. The total malting barley crop is 
estimated to 200 000 tn.

• Tipple and Harbinger are the main varieties while Barke
has lost it’s position. Growing area of HDP varieties is 
stable. 



Lithuania
Weather 

• After rainy July and rainy first part of August finally weather turned 

warm and sunny from mid August for 2-3 weeks and allowed to 

harvest most of the crops.

• This year weather at summer was not so favorable - after 2 

excellent years with a good weather at harvest period. But the 

good thing is that those farms who do not have dryers probably will 

consider to buy drying equipment after this very wet year.

• Now in September there are favorable weather and soil conditions 

for sowings of winter cereals .

Malting barley 

• Pre-samples are showing protein contents on the upper limit of 

specification. Kernel size is better than last year.

• Larger volumes of malting barley was coming in wet in harvest 

period – as drying capacity was limited and malting barley is more 

difficult to dry – many farmers decided to move volumes to feed.

• At the start of the harvest was expected much higher pre-

germination content from the grains, now from 240 samples only 

16 samples are above 2,0% pre-germination and seems that will 

not change because 90-95% of malting barley are harvested now.  

• Also with fusarium risk there was more fear at the start of the 

harvest than today, malting barley maturing came just when rainy 

weather stopped. In general malting barley is disappointing yield 

wise this year.

• As also nearby countries are effected of the problematic harvest 

condition there is a competition for the Lithuanian barley. Our 

estimate today is that import is needed to have enough malting 

quality barley in Lithuania.

Malting barley quality from samples to  Panevezys plant

Malting barley varieties: 

• In varieties share Propino is leading (40%). Tipple is loosing 

market share with 15%. Grace rising with 15%. Sanette, Avalon 

have 5-7% market share each. New varieties second year on tests 

are Overture, Planet, Irina. 

Variety
No of 

samples

Moisture

(ex field)
Proteins

Screenings
I+II

Germination
Capacity

Avalon 5 16,7 11,5 95 97

Grace 21 14,4 11,5 96 97

Irina 3 15,9 11,6 94 96

Kangoo 11 18,5 11,7 97 96

Overture 4 14,3 11,1 98 95

Planet 2 15,0 11,0 96 96

Propino 101 17,3 12,0 96 96

Quench 13 16,4 11,5 94 96

Sannete 22 16,3 12,0 94 95

Tipple 26 15,4 11,7 97 96



POLAND
Weather:

• The last two weeks of August were good for 
farmers at the end of harvesting.

• Sunny days were in favor of rapes seeds drilling 
and preparing the fields for winter cereals.

• Even frequent rainfalls last month where not 
sufficient enough to fill in water deficit – see map 
of moisture deficit below

• High temperatures in the first week of September 
accelerated harvest of corn.

Fields Moisture in Poland

Malting barley:

• Harvests in Poland have been completed, the results 
of the quality and yields are good.

• According to preliminary estimates taken from official 
Polish Statistics collected barley volume is about 10% 
higher compared to last year. Barley collected in 
central and northern part of Poland has protein level 
over 13% and we noticed significant Fusarium
activity. Lost volumes must be supported by imported 
barley.

Harvest Results for different varieties:

Variety Screenings 
I+II [%]

Protein 
[%]

Moisture 
[%] 

Germination 
capacity [%]

Charles, 
null-lox

91 11,3 12,8 99

Cheers, 
null-lox

90 11,0 12,9 99

Explorer 90 10,7 12,6 99

Ida 94 10,2 13,3 99

Malwinta 87 10,6 12,8 99

Propino 93 11,6 13,0 99

Quench 87 10,4 12,3 98

Concerto 93 11,2 12,8 97


